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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

You've probably won-
dered what happened to
many of our former Doheni-
ans, so we thought wed try
to track down a few and
catch up on their news:
Chris Kelishes (Volunteer
1991-1993; Park Aide
1994-1995). When Chris
showed up for his first volun-
teer training session at Do-
heny in 1991, he was a
fresh-faced, skinny 14-year-
old with a great attitude and
a love of marine life. | ran
into him at Disneyland a few
months ago, and the only
thing that had apparently
changed with Chris was his
age - he is now a fresh-
faced, skinny 30-something-
year-old with a great atti-
tude (although he does have
a couple of whiskers and a
career).

Chris is living in San

Diego and working at Sea
World as a Technical Project
Manager in the theme park's
entertainment department.
He is responsible for audio,
video, lighting and pyrotech-
nic systems - a nice tie-in to
his deep appreciation for the
ocean and to his San Diego
State degree in Telecommu-
nications and Film.

Edie Carhart (Park Aide
1994-1995; Interpreter
{various positions) 1995
2001): After leaving Doheny,
Edie continued her adventur-
ous life by moving to the
redwoods in northern Cali-
fornia and working at Fort
Humboldt State Historic Park.
There, Edie conducted forest
hikes, ran old steam engines,
taught visitors about the fort,
and taught children to make
Yurok necklaces Edie retired
from this job and from State
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Parks in 2005.

Edie is living in beautiful
Kila, Montana, about 30
miles south of Glacier Na-
tional Park. She can see the
Rockies “up close” from her
residence in the wooded
mountains. When Edie
emailed me in late April. her
home was covered with
snow, and she was using the
woodstove to stay warm.
She loves watching the deer
and other abundant wildlife
that inhabit her property,
which has a natural spring
and is covered with pines,
aspens and birch.

Last year, Edie slipped on
ice and broke her back while
playing with her big Labra-
dor. Then she blew out a
knee while working as a four
cont. page 3

PORTALS OF DISCOVERY SupERVISING RANGER JiM SERPA

James loyce wrote that
“Mistakes are the portals of
discovery.” | was thinking the
other day about dll the wild,
weird or funny “discoveries”
that have happened at Do-
heny since | have been here,
these past 18 summers.
There are many so | will con-
centrate on a few associated

with the aquarium in this
newsletter.

| remember once, during
a volunteer fraining night ten
or more years ago, we were
doing a fish feeding for the
new volunteers. We had
made it to the kelp tanks and
we could hear the oohs and
ahhs as we dropped in the

food, when all of a sudden
we heard a shriek. We
couldn't imagine what was
going on so we rushed down
to see the kids yelling, The
crab has the shark, save it!"
What had happened was a
large southern kelp crab had
grabbed a small smooth-
hound shark by the head, as
cont. page 2
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“Every time we walk along a
beach some ancient urge
disturbs us so that we find
ourselves shedding shoes and
garments or scavenging
among seaweed and whil-
ened timbers like the home-
sick refugees of a long war”

(Loren Eiseley)

Rénger Jim relocated Sammy the
gopher snake:; for the third time in
April.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Steve Stirrett

Summer is upon us. It's a great
time to enjoy the park, the grass, the
sand, the campground and the surf.
The birds have been mating all spring
and many will go elsewhere until next
year. The whales have migrated, but
will soon be back this way. Summer
is also the time of many interpretive
programs including grunion night and
campfire programs. Contact our
interpreter Vicki Wiker if you would
like to join in.

The Doheny Blues Festival was
once again a hit, with this year's
headliner, the soulful blues voice of
Bonnie Raitt. My wife and | have
been in the park every year for the
past several years during the festival.
You can hear this great music from
the campground and the beach My

favorite every year is riding waves to
the music.

The visitors center is still closed
We had a water leck last July and
had fo close down due to the pres-
ence of mold. That problem has
been fixed, but we need to update
many areas including the electrical
system. With the State watching its
pocketbook, we are looking for some
outside funding to help us rebuild a
better visitors center. Our DSBIA gift
shop is still located in the new life-
guard headquarters garage on the
beach. Come by and check us out,
and buy a cool Doheny t-shirt or
warm sweatshirt.

DSBIA would like fo welcome our
newest board of director Nyle
Schafhauser! Nyle a past president
of the Doheny Longboard Surfing
Association, and organizer of the our
Surf-A-Rama event held He will be
a good fit in our organization.

You all have a great summerlll

PORTALS OF DISCOVERY conr.

it swam by and decided to
eat it instead of the squid it
normally ate. | reached in,
grabbed the crab, but as
you can imagine, had a bit
of a tough time getting the
crab to let go. Sadly the
shark did not make it, but it
taught us a valuable lesson
about who could co-exist
with whom in that tank.
Onre time, long age,
aquarist Erin Shea and | had
just finished cleaning out the
tidepool for the "Grunion
Night" The next evening. It
was about 1 1PM and | went
through the park one more
time before leaving while
Erin went to the holding
area to clean up. When |
got back about a half hour
later | walked into the Visitor
Center and saw what ap-
peared to be a 12 inch
layer of foam on top of the
tidepool. From the smell |
instantly knew what was
going on. A spawning of
some sort was happening.
Turns out EVERYTHING was
spawning, from sea stars to
muscles to sea urchins, all ot
once. Yikes! It took us until

almost sunrise to get it clean
again due to the numerous
water changes we had to
perform. Then the next eve-
ning we had our annual grun-
ion night program with no-
body the wiser, except Erin
and |, who were dragging a
bit as the grunion came roll-
ing up the beach.

Speaking of “Grunion
Night” | remember one year
that proved that Rangers can
adapt on the fly. That year,
Boy Scouts were gelting a
grunion badge for attending
our program. We estimated
that we had well over 1000
people in attendance. We
got this figure from the fact
that the Scouts were donat-
ing one dollar each for the
show and at night's end we
had 800 dollar bills. The line
to get into the park was
backed up all the way to the
freeway! We were just
about set to start the pro-
gram for this huge crowd
when a ranger, who shall
remain nameless, accidentally
bumped into the sound sys-
tem, knocking it over and
shorting the whole system out.

With that size of a crowd we
couldn't speak loud encugh
for the massive throng could
hear us. We improvised by
pulling the Doheny pickup in
front of the group and using
the PA mic. Fortunately, the
PA in that vehicle has al-
ways been the clearest loud-
est of any in the district, so it
worked out well. We now
own a back up system.
Another interesting night
happened while cleaning out
the rock tank exhibit. We
were having a very difficult
time catching an opaleye
that had outgrown the tank
and was becoming aggres-
sive to the other fish. The
problem was that the fake
rocks made for excellent
hiding spots for the feisty fish.
These rocks are very heavy
and if at all possible we
wanted to avoid moving
them. | remember Bill
Brooks, (who used to come
down at night quite often to
help us keep up the aquari-
ums),
cont. page 4

CELEBRATING 34 YEARS OF PUBLIC SERVICE AND
DEDICATION Lori COBLE

Visitor Services Chief and
South Sector Superintendent
Il Steve long retired on
April 30" Steve was hon-
ored by family, friends and
members of the community
on May 3rd with a wonder-
ful celebration which was
held at Doheny State Beach.
Recently retired Llifeguard
Supervisor |l

Mike Brousard volunteered

tc be in charge of this impor-

tant affair.  Mike coordinated
the numerous presentations
that were bestowed upon

Steve.

Renowned local plein-air
artist, Robin Hall, was commis-
sioned to paint Lower Trestles
as the going away gift. The
painting turned out amazing. |t
is easy to see why Robin was
named ‘The California Emerg-

ing Artist of Orange County.”
When Steve is in Oregon he
will still have a view of one of
his favorite surfing  spots
Jim Serpa put together a won-
derful slide show The show
included photos of Steve and
his beautiful wife, Jan, their
three children, Heather. Rusty
and Greg and numbers of
lifeguard photos taken over
the years.

cont page 5
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guide at a local historic man-
sion. She's taking advantage
of her down time by doing
artwork, writing a book and
some shart stories, playing the
piano and bird watching on @
nearby lake. Get well soon,
Ediel

Christine Steinke (Aquarium
volunteer 1997; Aquarium Park

Aide 1998-2000; 2004-2005)

Christine has left Doheny a
few times, always returning to
save the day when we needed
her expertise in keeping the
aquariums running. She first
left us in 1998 to finish her
degree at UC Irvine. After
graduating in 1999, she
landed a job with Fish and
Game, where she interviewed
fishermen and identified their
fish for scientific research.
While she was with F & G, she
returned to us and moonlighted
as our aguarium guru.

Two years later, Christine
hired on with the Hubbs-Sea
World Research Institute’s Ma-
rine Fish Hatchery, in Carlsbad.
After three years, she moved
to the nearby Carlsbad
Aquatarm. Christine currently

missioned as an Air Force
cont. page 6

manages the aquafarm’s pro-
jects involving seahorses, aba-
lone, macroalgae, mussels and
scallops for the food market.
Of course, while working at
the aquafarm, Christine re-
turned to Doheny to help with
the aquariums.

Christine met her future
husband Matt during a roman-
tic encounter here at Doheny.
Matt, who was a Park Aide
here from 1998-1999, saw
Christine wrestling with a 500-
gallon saltwater container.
Matt, always the gentleman,
offered to help Christine - and
the rest is history! (They were
married at Doheny's palapa in
2002} Christine and Matt live
in Carlsbad. Matt is also work-
ing at the aquafarm, where he
is the Office/Sales Manager.
Brittany Epperson (Park Aide
2000-20005):

Brittany started as a Park
Aide during her senior year of
high school and worked her
way through college. After
leaving Doheny, she finished
her last semester of Nursing
Scheol, finished her Air Force

Cadet training, and was com-

Top right clockwise: Brittany
Epperson, Edie Carhart.
Christine and Matt Steinke,
Chris Kelishes.

UPDATE: THE DOHENY STATE BEACH AQUARIUM RANGER BRIAN LANE

Currently the aquarium is
running on bare minimums. We
are only housing a few of our
previous inhabitants. These
include the three morays, four
types of rockfish, two spiny
lobsters, two types of abalone
and a handful of sea stars. The
animals in the aquarium are
being treated to a much
needed break outside of the
publics view. A few of the crit-
ters are used as great educa-
tional tool for the public.

hopes, it's all of our wish to
have the aquarium and gift
shop open again soon.

Despite current budgetary
difficulties, there are still big
plans being formed for the
Doheny Aquarium. Talk in-
cludes an upgraded building
that is more ADA compliant,
with new displays and even-
tually a new and improved
tide pool display. The Do- . A
heny State Beach Interpre- LS
tive Association, working with \&
State Parks, has taken >
charge of this project. With
high goals and even higher

It took a group
effort to move
the “floating”

rocks.
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aquariums), and | had mentioned some-
thing about trying to fish out the
opaleye. Bills small son Trevor, just
happened to have a fishing pole in
their car. He quickly ran out, retrieved
the pole and dropped the line down. In
the amount of time it taok for the hook
to hit the water, he'd
caught a fish....
unfortunately, it was our
large sheephead who pro-
ceeded to become impossi-
bly tangled in the rocks
with all the fishing line
Groan, out came all the
rocks. The silver lining is
that we did get the
opaleye.
Let the buyer bewarel!
Several years ago | was &
determined to make the
lobster tank lock more like
a real lobster habitat. |
contracted with a guy in
Arizona to build us some underwater
reef rocks. | chose him because he was
WAY cheaper than the other quotes
and had assured me he had done this
kind of work before. On the Saturday
the rocks arrived, Bill Brooks, several
maintenance workers, a lifeguard or
two, and five court workers unloaded
them. It fook over thirty minutes to ma-
neuver the largest of the rocks along
the narrow gangway behind the lob-
ster tank. It took even longer to lower
the 300 pound behemoth into the tank.
Finally the rocks were in place and
water was added. As the water slowly
began to fill the tank we were stunned
to see the rocks actually floated! A
three hundred pound rock and it
Hoated! It turns out the core of the
rocks were made from foam and the
manufacturer had only built rocks for
Arizona swimming pools and waterfalls
where the rocks were permanently
anchored to the bottom. | quickly called
the maker and luckily he was still in
town. He drove back picked them up.
took them home, worked on them and

brought them back. We tried again with the
new, less buoyant rocks, but once again they
still floated. | asked the guy if he had tested the
rocks before bringing them back and he said
that he had tested them in his pool. The prob-
lem was the specific

them down. We also actually used
some for our “Whale Festival Parade”
float, twice!

Finally @ couple of short stories:
First, | have to preface this by telling
you that we buy the most lifelike artifi-
cial kelp you can believe. Once, way
back when, | noticed that our expen-
" sive, fake kelp was falling apart. The
problem was, that it was coming apart
in such a way that it looked like it had
been cut. After talking with aquarium
personnel, | found out that they had
§ assumed that it was real kelp and had
fl been trimming it to feed the abalones.

ll Probably made for some upset aba-
e lone.
| had some fun once when the
gift shop started carrying very lifelike
& plastic stingrays. | placed one in the
& tide pool and used to really freak out
ll our staff by reaching in and picking it
up. | must have forgotten to retrieve it
once because a camp host came up
to inform me that they had been
watching the ray all week and that
they were sorry fo tell me that it had
died because it hadn't moved even
once during that time.

Finally, Al Franken writes,
“Appreciate your mistakes for what
they are: precious life lessons that can
only be learned the hard way. Unless
it's a fatal mistake, which, at least,

Frustrated abalone

gravity of saltwater is different from fresh wa-
ter. In English, this means that objects float bet-
ter in salt water than in fresh. The guy was so
crushed that he told us to just keep the rocks
and there would be no charge. The good end-
ing to that story, we were able to use them

others can learn from!” Notice that a
lot of these “discoveries” happened a
while ago. | hope that this shows that
we do learn as we go along.

&

“Hey good locking!”

eventually. | went out and collected real marine
rocks, placed them on the Hoaters, thus holding

ark assassin















